DESIGN RESEARCH TRAINING WORKSHOP   –   INTENSIVE TIMETABLE
KEVIN MCCARTNEY (Director, Centre for Architecture, University College Cork, Ireland) 
RESEARCH DESIGN & DIAGRAMMATIC REASONING 
INTRODUCTION

This short course is designed to assist candidates to define more clearly their doctoral research programme. In a practical way, it will introduce a number of techniques which are designed to enable you to re-view your own research topic, to break it down, and to put it together in different ways.

Each day will comprise a series of short presentations introducing concepts to be explored, followed by the definition of an exercise, implementation of the exercise, and discussion of the results. Some exercises must be carried out in groups, and later the lessons from these will be applied to the individual’s own developing research proposal. 
The allowance for individual preparation time during the first period in the mornings of Day-2 and Day-3, means that it is possible for those who are pressed by other responsibilities to participate fully without devoting time outwith the timetabled three days. However if the exercises begin to open up fruitful lines of development, you may wish to to devote more time to the application of the techniques to your own research ideas, on Wednesday and Thursday evenings, or in preparation for an optional tutorial session on Saturday morning. 

DAY-ONE

Research Conceptualisation
9:30  Research for designers – why, what, how?

Exercise 1: Mapping the terrain: brainstorming the elements

Presentations, Discussion & Clustering Ideas

11:10  Conceptualisation and Diagrams in Research 

Exercise 1b: Mapping the terrain: diagramming the elements & relations

12:00  Constructs and Card Tricks

Exercise 2: Eliciting constructs with triads & cards
13:00  LUNCH

14:00  Mapping Research Ideas with Constructs 
Exercise 2b: Eliciting constructs from your group’s elements

15:10  Visual Thinking/Power of the Matrix

Exercise 3: Into the Matrix

Exercise 4: Mapping your own terrain (to be continued)
16:00  END of DAY-1
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DAY-TWO
From Diagrams to Case Studies  
9:27    Exercise 4 – Unsupervised Individual Candidate Preparation
10:00  Visual Thinking/Semiotics 

10:30   Individual Presentations based on Exercise 4

12:00  Case Studies as a Research Method 
Exercise 8:   Identifying Information Needs

Exercise 9:   Reviewing a Research Paper
13:00  LUNCH

14:00  Planning Case Studies

Exercise 10: Identifying Information Sources

Exercise 11: Planning a GROUP Comparative Case Study

Exercise 12: Planning your INDIVIDUAL Comparative Case Study(to be continued)

16:00  END of DAY-2
DAY-THREE
Review Individual Research Plans
9:30    Exercise 12 – Unsupervised Individual Candidate Preparation
10:00  Individual Candidate Presentations – Case Study Proposals

13:00  LUNCH
14:00  Individual Candidate Presentations – Case Study Proposals

15:00  Examples from successful PhD programmes 
16:00  END of DAY-3

DAY-FOUR
Optional Tutorial Groups
10:00 – 11:15 a.m.  and  11:45 - 1 pm
Anyone wishing to participate in the tutorials should sign-up in advance, 
by end of Day-Three   
