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When identifying Occupational Hazards in the workplace, it is useful to categorise them under 4 main headings. These are illustrated below, with further sub-divisions to clearly establish what the nature of the potential risk will be. This is an essential first step in risk assessments. 

Over the page we enlarge the aspects of Occupational Health Hazards by means of a matrix showing the relationships between the materials that are used (incoming, during the process and outgoing), the plant & buildings and the actual stages within the process or tasks involved. Furthermore we have given the hazard of Fire a special place, because of its extreme danger to human life property and the environment. It may arise from either the chemicals used, electrical conditions or physical situations like hot work, friction etc.

It also illustrates that Wastes generated from the process or materials may also contribute to hazardous conditions and should be examined as part of safety management.

Ventilation (both local & general) must also be assessed where air quality conditions (dusts, vapours, or other contaminants) warrant special precautions. 

Another key feature is that Housekeeping is sometimes neglected by assessors whereas it is  connected to all activities carried out, whether they are hazardous or non-hazardous.
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