ViLi—NOTER OF TRANGIT OF YEXNUS, 4% HEEX 4T THE
CRAWFORD OBSERVATORY, (UEEX'S COLLEGE,
CORK, fmx DEC, 1882, Hy |PROFESSOR ENGLAND.
Commurdcated by Foward Grobb, resa

[Rend, Decenler 15, £532,]

Tuie time woe taken by chvosometer set to Grocnwich titne, and
cheekied by the signal gun ot 1 o'clock of 1ke day of the iranait, the
praper allowayes being made for the time ocoupied in the trune
reission of the report. The ohservativns were made with the
Seinch refrectur, furnished with polariging eya-Liete, The field
of view was by this contracted to about 5 diameter,

The telescops was directsd to the sun et shout 1% 307, ang
aljusted so thet the B Jimb of the sun biseoted the Held of view,
and the planet skould sppesr nesr the middle. A fow minutes
before the exlelated time of eontact my utteotion was altogether
directed to the dark part of the fel2, hoping to see Vepus befors
condast, In this respect T think the Hmited feld was an adventage;
bul n¢ appearenes whataver was observed until after 2t 2= when
o slight uofeh wos observed on the sun's Ueb very nenr the centrs
of the fierd. It took a few seconds before I could be absclutely
certain of this, an account of the appavent undulstory metion on
the sun's edge. The chservation mey therefore be considered of
w0 value as Tegards time of contact. Fhe planet gradsally ad-
whmced on the sua-the disc besctifully defined—until it had
somewhal more than helf entored oa the sun’s dise, when the part
without the sun bevame visible, the eastors edge being distinetly
Yumizous, vary simifar to what s seen in the moon o few duye after
new meon, exeepl, of eourse, the planet was mueh durker than (ha
ron, 10 difference being apparent between tha part en the sun's
disz and that without i, excopt near the eastern edge. The ousps
now gradually approached, pod st 2" 21= 53¢ { signalled 1o my
waiztant to register the time. It was not, however, unj] twenty
secods sfler, viz 25 08= 21 that T felt sofished nf vantret, and
der Ll of the sun was only elearly visible outside the et a
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2832w 3. AsThave stated, much uncerteluty neccesarity vesnlts
from tiw Sickering molion of the cusps.

Druring the whole time the plaaed was visible it appeared per-
fectly circalsr; me deformity whatever, aa *black drop,” *near
shape,’ &0, When once fairly ca the disc of the sun I did nal Fay
much gtiention to any eibsequent phetamena. Sur Cheervatory
being situsted within the College grounds, nd being chiedy in-
tended dor educational purposes, T was anxious te bave our stu-
dends, aa far as poseible, sea the imamsit.  For this porposs the
imags of the sun waa throws an a sheet of white paper by the
siderostutic telescone, the fwags being about 6§ inches in dinmeter
tke imuge of the planst was very distinet, and over ane hundred
individuals wera thus ensbled satisfetorily to seo the transit.

T should have sfated that ohservations here mode by the
siderustatic telessope, ona before the jumctian of the cusps at
2+ 21m 27, tha other after the light of the mm was well seen
at the esstern side, #6277 200, :



