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The aim of an elective placement within the BSc Midwifery programme is to give students an opportunity to gain insight into topics relevant to their programme of learning.  

Student midwives will take the lead role in arranging their elective placement with the support of the midwife lecturers in the School of Nursing and Midwifery, University College Cork.  Students may go on placement individually or attend in pairs only.  This is to enable students to be a support for each other and also to reduce the student capacity load for the clinical areas to which they will be going. 

You may choose to attend any area relevant to pregnancy and childbirth and the postnatal period for your placement. A useful website is http://www.birthchoiceuk.com/.  If a number of students wish to attend the same clinical area then it is important to arrange with the class coordinator in advance of contacting the unit.  Student midwives are responsible for their own accommodation and travel expenses.  It is suggested that you make contact with the relevant area by telephone and then confirm in writing that you will attend, avoid leaving it to the last minute to arrange your placement.  If you are having difficulty arranging your placement then do not hesitate to contact any of the midwife lecturers here in the college who will be happy to assist you.

The midwifery student has to communicate all relevant written documentation to the programme coordinator/module leader including the following:

Before elective please submit

Details of placement area, contact person and contact details

How the student can be contacted on placement

The relevance of this placement to the role of the midwifery student and the midwife (Page 1/competency booklet of Elective placement details to be submitted to lecturere in advance of placement).

Please inform your family of the information also

Following elective please submit

Complete Placement profile in Competency Assessment Booklet
Brief summary of how learning outcomes have been achieved (Page 2/ competency booklet of Elective placement details and signed by relevant person on placement)

At the end of the placement the student will be expected to reflect on their own learning while on this placement from both a personal and professional perspective (competency assessment booklet).
An informal presentation for peers, midwives and other midwife lecturers about all student placements is arranged to take place on the students return in September 2010.

At all times during the placement, the programme coordinator/module leader and student midwife should be contactable. 
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